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life, and that amongst these realities is the very nature and operation of a will. A miser is not, therefore, a fool; and he knows that no possible testamentary abdication of an estate disturbs his own absolute command over it so long as he lives, or bars his power of revoking the bequest. The moral instruction is in this case so poor that no reader cares much upon what sort of foundation the story itself rests. For such a story a lie may be a decent basis. True; but not so senseless a lie. If tlie old miser was delirious, there is an end of his responsibilities ; and nobody has a right to draw upon him for moral lessons or warnings. If he was not delirious, the case could not have happened. Modelled in the same spirit are all Pope's pretended portraitures of women; and, the more they ought to have been true, as professing to be studies from life, the more atrociously they are false, and false in the transcendent sense of being impossible. Heaps of contradiction, or of revolting extravagance, do not verify themselves to our loathing incredulity because the artist chooses to come forward with his arms a-kimbo, saying angrily, "But I tell you, sir, these are not fancy-pieces ! These ladies whom I have here lampooned are familiarly known to me ; they are my particular friends. I see them every day in the undress of confiding friendship. They betray all their foibles to me in the certainty that I shall take no advantage of their candour; and will you, coming a century later, presume to dispute the fidelity or the value of my contemporary portraits 1" Yes, and upon these two grounds : first (as to the fidelity), that the pretended portraits are delineations of impossible people ; and, secondly fas to the value), that, if after all they could be sworn to as copies faithful to the originals, not the less are they to be repelled as abnormal, and so far beyond the intelligibilities of nature as practically to mean nothing, neither teaching nor warning. The two Duchesses of Marlborough, for instance, Sarah and Henrietta, mother and daughter, are atrocious caricatures, constructed on the principle of catching at a momentary stare or grin, by means of anarchy in the features'imputed, and truculent antithesis in the expression. Who .does not feel that these are the fierce pasquinades, and the coarse pasquinades, of Borne malignant electioneering contest ? Is there a line that